Secretariat minutes 14 April 2026 
Present:  Steven (facilitator), Mick, James, Susan, Frank, Catherine, Kelley, Ernie, Siobhán O.
Staff:  Coordinator (note-taker).
[bookmark: _Hlk166603968]Minutes: 
1. Minutes from the February meeting were proposed by Mick and seconded by James, minutes from the March meeting were proposed by Steven and seconded by Frank and both sets uploaded to the PPN website here. 

2. New PPN member group applications were ratified.  The new member applications were proposed by Catherine and seconded by Stephen and new members details were uploaded to the Members Directory here.  New members will be invited to the “New Members Meet-Up” online, introduction session on the last Tuesday of the month from 7.00pm – 8.00pm, sent links to the PPN Handbook and invited to complete the PPN self-paced, online course, delivered by Social Justice Ireland.

3. Coordinators’ Update:
The 2025 Income and Expenditure Report was submitted to the Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht (DRCDG) on 23 March.  Many thanks to Frank and Siobhán O for their work on this document.  
The PPN 2026 workplan summary for Q1 was agreed and uploaded to the website here.
The Summer Networking Event (plenary) is on 21 May from 6.30pm – 8.30pm at the Deanery Mews, St Patrick’s Cathedral.  Further details and registration here.
There are 5 open nominations from the Environmental Pillar.   You can read more about these seats here. 
Expressions of interest for the PPN National Conference were taken after the last conference, and agreed:  Catherine, Frank, Susan, Stephen, Mick, Ruth and Siobhán
4.  Secretariat update
Kelley:  The third peer-support-session for PPN Representatives was held online on the last Tuesday of March and Susan Whelan presented on grants and funding.  This was an engaging session and very helpful.
Mick:  The national secretariat meeting discussed a three year plan for funding, and increase awareness of disability groups nationally.  Mick was delighted that the Dublin DPO is now up-and-running.  The PPN Disability Thematic Group has an event on Friday 29 May to mark #makewayday – you can find out more about the event and register here.
James:  interested in hearing more about the PPN advisory group and made suggestions about the Members Directory for staff to follow up on.
Steven: noted that the Green Club meeting is taking place in Croke Park on 12 May (which is a session about tree planting).
Kelley also noted that St Patrick’s Cathedral now had events called, “evenings for autism” which were designed for people with autism to enjoy comfortably.  
Catherine informed the Secretariat that she was organising an event on 25 April called, “Rethinking systems” at the Burren Nature Sanctuary, to grow local strength for people and planet.

4. Any other business – All Secretariat members encouraged to be as involved as much as possible in Ellenora Lynch’s work on the new 5 year strategic plan, and the cross over work with Clare Cuthbert who is supporting the Pillar Working Groups until the year end.  If each Secretariat member could pro-actively get involved in one or more of the meetings/support sessions, this would help the core work of the PPN.

5. Close of meeting.  The next meeting is on the second Tuesday of the following month, and the zoom link, minutes and documents for the meeting will be sent beforehand.
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