Secretariat minutes 12 May, 2026
Present:  Steven (facilitator), Mick, Frank, Catherine, Kelley, Ernie, 
Apologies:  James, Susan, Siobhán G, 
Staff:  Coordinator (note-taker).
[bookmark: _Hlk166603968]Minutes: 
1. Minutes from the April meeting were proposed by Steven and seconded by Frank and the minutes were uploaded to the PPN website here. 

2. New PPN member group applications were ratified.  The new member applications were proposed by Mick and seconded by Ernie, with one exception to be discussed at the June meeting.  New members details were uploaded to the Members Directory here.  New members will be invited to the “New Members Meet-Up” online, introduction session on the last Tuesday of the month from 7.00pm – 8.00pm, sent links to the PPN Handbook and invited to complete the PPN self-paced, online course, delivered by Social Justice Ireland.

3. Coordinators’ Update:
· The Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht (DRCDG) confirmed the PPN's first tranche of funding for 2026 of €80, 540 There were no queries on the 2025 Income and Expenditure Report.
· The DRCDG have asked for expressions of interest in hosting the 2027 National Conference.  
· Promotion of the Summer Networking Event (plenary) and the Summer School is underway:  https://dublincityppn.ie/events/  Please sign up to as much as you can, and promote with your member groups and networks.
· The Plenary booklet is being updated for the Summer Networking Event - see draft attached - please let me know if there's anything to add or delete.  This will be printed and handed out at the Plenary (it includes an agenda and some administrational pieces of information) and it has a draft version of Franks' update to the plenary.  Please let me know if you would like to add/delete anything.  It will also be uploaded to the website, once the nominations are all in, so that the new/returning reps/Secretariat can be ratified at the Plenary.
· Siobhán has started re-registering many PPN members - this is a very large piece of work, and one that is hugely important if we want to have accurate and up-to-date data.
· Please do get involved in any meetings/sessions with Ellenora Lynch and Clare Cuthbert as they begin their work to develop and deliver a new five year plan, and to support the Pillar Working Groups.



4. Secretariat update
Mick:  the Disability Thematic Group (DTG) is organising an event to mark Make Way Day and a Thriving City for All on Friday 29 May, at the Finglas Youth Resource Centre.  The DTG has asked the PPN for assistance with IT equipment/printing of posters etc.  Mick wondered if National Bike Week could be disability proofed, and Steven suggested a meet up of Irish Cycles and the DTG.
Steven:  unfortunately missed the Environmental Pillar Working Group meeting in Wynn’s Hotel, but will try and attend future meetings, facilitated by Clare Cuthbert.  Has been working alongside the GAA Green clubs vis-à-vis their biodiversity and solar panels projects.
Frank:  Frank represented the PPN and delivered a presentation at Wood Quay to a delegation of North Cleveland local authority representatives.  Frank thanked Ruth for the notes, and said the presentation went very well, and is excited about giving the Secretariat update to the Plenary on 21 May.
Kelley:  The third peer-support-session for PPN Representatives was held online on the last Tuesday of March and Susan Whelan presented on grants and funding.  This was an engaging session and very helpful.
Catherine didn’t attend the recent Environmental Pillar working group meeting in Wynn’s Hotel and can’t attend the Plenary as the IEN have bio-diversity week taking place at the same time 15 – 24 May.
Kelley attended the LCDC meeting last week, and was happy the DTG is marking A Thriving City for All, as this comes from the LCDC.  She was concerned about reports that Space Hive is costing community groups more money than they imagined, and would like to follow up with Susan from the Finance SPC.  She is concerned about the Safety Forum meetings not successfully taking the place of the JPCs, and wonders about the PPNs response/interest in the growing antisocial behaviour of people within Dublin City.

5. Any other business – all Secretariat were encouraged to get involved in either pillar working groups/ the plenary/ the summer school or other areas of the network in the next month, before the summer break.

6. Close of meeting.  The next meeting is on the second Tuesday 09 June, from 6.30pm – 8.30pm
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